
Sunrise Children’s Services Acquires 
Children and Families Program In Danville and Henderson Kentucky 

 
 
 
Louisville, Kentucky (November 1, 2007) – The Boards of Directors of Sunrise 

Children’s Services and Christian Care Communities have signed a final agreement for Sunrise 

to purchase Christian Care’s Children and Families Program, based in Danville and Henderson, 

Kentucky, effective November 1, 2007.  

The purchase includes 25 acres of property, furniture, supplies and buildings on the 

historic Woodlawn campus located on Perryville Road in Danville, Kentucky and the Impact 

Plus counseling services in Henderson.  Sunrise will retain the Danville Campus name--

Woodlawn. 

  Sunrise currently serves more than 2,200 at-risk children and their families a year, 

operating six regions of therapeutic foster care, seven residential treatment centers, adoption 

services and family counseling centers in Kentucky.  

“We are very pleased to have the Woodlawn staff join us in our passion to serve children, 

in every corner of Kentucky, who have suffered abuse and neglect,” said  Bill Smithwick, 

president and CEO of Sunrise. “This acquisition helps Sunrise serve children by expanding our 

continuum of care as well as increasing our existing services.  This will be a seamless transition 

that does not interrupt the care of children but gradually and deliberately enhances it,” he added. 

Kirk Alliman, President and CEO of Christian Care Communities, said the acquisition by 

Sunrise, “sets the stage for future growth of services to children, while allowing Christian Care 

to focus on its mission as the largest faith-based not-for-profit provider of affordable housing and 

long-term care for older adults. Our ministry to at-risk children and families has been an 

important part of our history. But, after extensive planning and a discerning selection process, we 

came to the conclusion that the best way to honor the history and tradition of the Children’s 

Program was to put it in a position where it has the greatest opportunity to grow. Sunrise’s sole 

mission is helping at-risk children and families, and we are excited about the plans they have for 

expanding the facilities and services offered in Danville and Henderson,” Alliman said. 

As a condition of the acquisition, Christian Care will retain 45 acres of the 70-acre 

Woodlawn campus in Danville for future expansion of housing for older adults.  



With the acquisition, Sunrise will invest approximately $1 million to expand the 

facilities, creating a statewide training center for healthcare workers.  There are no current plans 

for any staffing changes for the 80 employees currently working at the two locations. 

“We are very pleased to have the Woodlawn staff join us in our passion to serve children, 

in every corner of Kentucky, who have suffered abuse and neglect,” said  Bill Smithwick, 

president and CEO of Sunrise. “This acquisition helps Sunrise serve children by expanding our 

continuum of care as well as increasing our existing services.  This will be a seamless transition 

that does not interrupt the care of children but gradually and deliberately enhances it,” he added. 

 For more information about this acquisition, contact Karen Taylor, Director of Public 

Relations, at Sunrise Children’s Services, (502) 296-7634 or Suellen Brill, Director of Public 

Relations for Christian Care Communities (502) 254-4200.   

 


